
Following Directions:
December Holidays

Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded. You 
may just read directions from computer or print those as well.

Modifications are given for most directions as examples of how to 
make the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler 
level.  Feel free to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or 
make it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a 
word, phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once 
she has completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to 
have remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow 
directions and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is 
for your children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications 
will help your children achieve this level of success.  As your children 
become better at following directions, decrease the amount of help 
you are giving them.
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Following Directions: December Holidays
Happy Hanukkah
Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that celebrates the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem.  It is believed a miracle happened during 
the rededication.  Even though there was only enough oil to keep the 
candles burning for a single day, the flames continued to burn for 8 
nights.  During Hanukkah, candles are lit each night with a new candle 
added each night.
1) Hanukkah is celebrated based on the Hebrew calendar and starts on 

the 25th day of Kislev.  Write 25 in the upper left hand corner of the 
fireplace. (Modification: help locate place.)

2) It is celebrated for 8 nights.  Write an 8 in the upper right hand 
corner of the fireplace. (Modification: help locate place.)

3) A Menorah holds nine candles lined up in a row.  Draw a Menorah 
on the mantel of the fireplace, but don’t put any candles in it, yet.  
(Modification: help locate the mantel.)

4) Now draw five candles starting in the middle and filling the other 
four openings to the right.  (Modification: help locate where to draw 
the candles.)

5) The candles are typically lit shortly after sunset. Draw hands on the 
clock to show 5:30. (Modification: locate where to draw the hands.)

6) The candles stay lit for at least 30 minutes.  Write a 30 on the 
fireplace just below the clock.  (Modification: Help find correct 
location if needed.)

7) Draw a brown chair with a blue pillow to the left of the fireplace so 
the family can sit and enjoy the candles.  (Modification: Help find 
correct location if needed. Break into parts.)

8) Often people play dreidel after they light the candles.  In the frame 
on the wall, draw a die that has a pointed bottom and a stick handle 
coming out of the top so it will spin.  Make it colorful. (Modification: 
Show a picture of a dreidel to copy.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Merry Christmas
Christmas is when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It takes place 
on December 25th and there are many traditions around the world 
celebrating this day. (Help identify location, if needed.)

1) The Christmas tree is popular in many countries.  Draw a Christmas 
tree to the left of the fireplace and decorate it with round, red and 
blue ornaments. 

2) A nativity scene is also popular and likely began in France.  Draw a 
small stable on top of the fireplace to the left of the clock. (Help 
identify location, if needed.)

3) Evergreen branches have been used for decoration for hundreds of 
years.  Draw some green branches hanging on the front of the 
fireplace. 

4) There is a legend in Poland that spiders spun a blanket for baby 
Jesus so Polish people decorate their trees with spider webs.  Draw 
a small black spider on the wall to the right of the picture frame.

5) In Iceland, it is popular to exchange books on Christmas Eve.  Draw 
2 green books and 3 red books on top of the fireplace. 

6) Santa Claus, also known as St. Nicholas or Kris Kringle, is known 
around the world.  Draw a quick picture of him in the frame above
the Christmas tree. 

7) It is important to go to bed so that Santa Claus can bring presents.  
Draw hands on the clock to show 9:00.

8) Under the tree, draw a round, blue present and 3 red, rectangular 
presents. (Modification: break into two parts.) 

9) The poinsettia, native to Mexico, is a popular red flower at 
Christmas.  Draw a big red flower in a green pot on the floor in 
front of the fireplace. 
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Boxing Day
Boxing Day is celebrated in the United Kingdom and some other 
countries that were part of the British Empire, such as Canada.  The 
purpose is to stretch Christmas into two days.

1) The Christmas tree would still be up so draw one to the left of the 
fireplace, put a star on top, and red ribbons around it.  
(Modification: break into parts.)

2) In Britain, a Christmas present is called a Christmas Box and may be 
where the name Boxing Day came from.  Draw 3 blue and 2 red 
Christmas Boxes under the tree. (Modification: break into parts.)

3) Historically, Boxing Day was a day off for the servants and their 
employer would give them a Christmas Box that day.  Draw a stack 
of 5 green Christmas Boxes to the right of the fireplace.

4) Boxing Day has become popular for holding horse races.  Make a 
quick drawing of a brown horse and a black horse in the frame 
above the Christmas tree. 

5) It is also a popular day for the top football teams (called soccer in 
the US) to play.  Draw a soccer ball in front of the fireplace.

6) Family might stop by for lunch.  Draw hands on the clock to say 
11:30. 

7) Mince pies are a popular food.  Draw a small brown table with 3 
pies on it.  (Modification: break into parts.)

8) More recently, Boxing Day has become a popular day for shopping 
sales.  Draw 4 yellow shopping bags in front of the fireplace and 
write a big B on the front of them. (for Boxing Day)

9) It is considered unlucky in Britain if decorations are not taken down 
by January 5th.  Write this date at the top of the fireplace.
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Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa is an African-American holiday created during the Civil Rights 
Movement as a way for people to connect with their African roots.  It 
is based upon the First Fruits festivals in Africa.

1) Kwanzaa begins on December 26th.  Write December 26th in green 
to the right of the picture frame

2) It ends on January 1st.  Write January 1st in red to the right of the 
clock. 

3) Since it is based upon African festivals, write Africa at the top of 
the fireplace in orange.

4) During the First Fruits festivals in Africa, the first fruits of the 
harvest are sacrificed to God.  Draw three ears of yellow corn and 
two oranges in the picture frame.

5) Draw a table to the left of the fireplace with a colorful cloth over it. 
Make sure the cloth has orange, green and purple in it.  

6) A mat is then laid upon the table and items are placed on top of it.  
One of these items is a Unity cup.  Draw a yellow cup on the table 
and write ‘Unity” on it. (Help with spelling as needed.)

7) During Kwanzaa, families light a candle each night for 7 nights.  
Draw a candle holder that will hold 7 candles on the table, but do 
not put any candles in it, yet.

8) Now draw 3 red candles in the left 3 openings of the candle holder 
and 3 green candles in the right 3 openings of the holder.

9) Draw a black candle in the middle and “light” all of the candles.
10) Books, music and art are important to the celebration of Kwanzaa.  

Draw three red books and two green books on the mantle.
11) Finally, draw one large and one small African drum in front of the 

fireplace.
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A New Year
1) Many people celebrate the last day of the year, New Year’s Eve, on 

December 31st.  Write December 31st below the hearth of the 
fireplace. (Help identify location, if needed.)

2) Many people celebrate the first day of the year, New Year’s Day on 
January 1st.  Write January 1st across the top of the fireplace.  
Include the new year that will begin. (Help identify location, if 
needed.)

3) The change from one year to the next occurs at midnight.  Draw 
hands on the clock to show midnight. (Explain what time is 
midnight, if needed.)

4) Many people buy party hats and noisemakers to celebrate New 
Years’ Eve.  Draw two silver hats and four red noisemakers on the 
mantel. 

5) Sometimes special foods are served.  Draw a table with a white top 
and red legs to the left of the fireplace to hold the food.

6) Some foods are considered lucky.  A Spanish tradition is to eat 
grapes at midnight.  Draw 12 purple grapes on your table.

7) Fish are thought to be a symbol of abundance in the new year.  Draw 
3 pink fish and 2 silver fish on the table.

8) A big ball of lights drops in New York City at midnight.  In the picture 
frame, draw a big colorful ball.

9) In the Philippines, round shapes are place around to represent coins.  
Draw 3 blue round shapes to the left of the clock and 4 yellow round 
shapes to the right of the clock. (Modification: break into parts.)

10) In Greece, hanging an onion on the front door is a symbol of rebirth 
or new life in the new year.  Draw half of a brown door to the right
of the fireplace and draw a white onion on it. (Children may need 
help understanding how to draw half of a door.
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Terms of Use
Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing 
that the contents are the property of Randi Smith and licensed to you only for 
classroom/personal use as a single user. I retain the copyright, and reserve all 
rights to this product.

YOU MAY: 
* Use items (free and purchased) for your own classroom students, or your 

own personal use, including a home classroom.

* Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development 
workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to 
myself as the author and a link back to my TPT store included in your 
post/presentation.

* Distribute and make copies of FREE ITEMS ONLY to other teachers 
PROVIDED there is credit given to Randi Smith and a link back to my TPT 
store.

YOU MAY NOT: 

* Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt 
to remove the copyright/ watermarks. 

* Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free. 

* Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes 
Google Doc links on blogs). 

* Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden 
and is a violation of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law. 

* Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.  
Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics 
while using this product.
If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way 
experiencing a problem, please contact me and I will be more than happy to 
help sort it out!

Thank you, Randi Smith
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