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Following Directions:
Back to School

Print one scene for each child per set of directions you give.  You will 
need crayons or colored pencils.  Specific direction vocabulary has 
been bolded.  

Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to 
make the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler 
level.  Feel free to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or 
make it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a 
word, phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once 
she has completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to 
have remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow 
directions and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is 
for your children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications 
will help your children achieve this level of success.  As your children 
become better at following directions, decrease the amount of help 
you are giving them.

Note: If your children need to work on expressive language skills, 
print a copy of the picture for yourself and encourage your children 
to make up directions for you to complete a picture!

Frames

Children and Cats in Classroom 
Picture

Plant, books, and table 
in Classroom Picture

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Alina-V-Design-And-Resources
https://www.mycutegraphics.com/
https://pixabay.com/




Following Directions: Back to School
Science Class
1) It’s time for science class.  Write “Science” at the top of the white 

board. (Modification: if your child is not yet spelling, just ask him to 
put an S at the top of the board or spell the word ‘science’ out for 
him.)

2) Draw a big red circle on the poster to the left of the white board.  
Write “Mars” above it. (Modification: First, have your child 
complete the first sentence.  Then, read the second sentence to 
them.)

3) Draw one large star and four small stars on the poster to the right
of the white board.  Write “Stars” above them. (Modification: First, 
have your child complete the first sentence. Or even break the 
sentence into two parts: “Draw one large star on the poster to the 
right of the white board.”  “Now add four smalls stars.” Then, read 
the second sentence to them.)

4) Draw a pile of blue modeling clay on the table.  The kids can use it 
to make models of planets. 

5) Write “Astronomy” on the front cover of the top book and then 
color it green. (Modification: break into two parts. Modify spelling 
if needed.)

6) Write “The Moon” on the spine of the middle book and then color 
it orange. (Modification: break into two parts.)

7) Color the cat under the table brown.
8) Give the other cat a tag that says “Bob”. (Modification: change to a 

letter B if your child is not spelling, yet.)
9) Draw red and blue stripes on the girl’s shirt. (Modification: have 

child just color the shirt all one color.)
10) Give the boy blue shoes and brown hair. (Modification: break into 

two parts.)



Following Directions: Back to School
Math Class
1) It’s time for math class.  Write “Math” at the bottom of the white 

board. (Modification: if your child is not yet spelling, just ask him to 
put an M at the bottom of the board or spell the word ‘math’ out 
for him.)

2) Draw a greater than symbol on the poster to the left of the white 
board.  (Modification: Make it harder or easier by having your child 
draw something she is currently learning in math.)

3) Draw a less than symbol on the poster to the right of the white 
board. (Modification: Make it harder or easier by having your child 
draw something she is currently learning in math.)

4) You are going to draw red circles on the table.  Draw two rows with 
five circles in each row.  Write how many circles there are below
the circles. (Modification: break into two parts.  Make the array 
easier (1 row of 5 circles) or harder (4 rows of 4 circles).)

5) On the second book, write Addition on the spine.  Then color it 
blue. (Modification: break into two parts.  If not yet spelling, write 
an A on the spine.)

6) On the fourth book, write Division on the spine.  Then color it 
yellow. (Modification: break into two parts.  If not yet spelling, 
write a D on the spine.)

7) Color three leaves on the plant green.
8) Write the equation 2 + 4 = 8 on the board. (Modification: Have 

your child write an incorrect equation similar to what they are 
currently learning in math.)

9) Is this equation correct?  If not, put an X over the answer and write 
the correct answer next to it.

10) Draw five whiskers on the cat under the table. 



Following Directions: Back to School

History Class
1) It’s time for history.  Write “The Civil War” in the middle of the 

white board. (Modification: if your child is not yet spelling, just ask 
him to put a CW in the middle of the board or spell the words out 
for him.)

2) Write 1861 on the poster to the left of the white board.  
(Modification: Say each digit separately if not familiar with larger 
numbers.)

3) Write 1865 on the poster to the right of the white board.  
(Modification: Say each digit separately if not familiar with larger 
numbers.)

4) Color the second book green and the last book orange. 
(Modification: break into two parts.)

5) Write Gettysburg on the front cover of the top book and then color 
it red. (Modification: break into two parts.  Write ‘war’ on the 
cover.)

6) Color the girl’s shirt blue and the boy’s shirt gray. (Modification: 
break into two parts.)

7) Color the top of the table brown and the legs black. (Modification: 
break into two parts.)

8) Write “The North” at the top of the white board.
9) Write “The South” at the bottom of the white board.
10) Write “Lee” on the cat under the table and “Grant” on the cat next 

to the table. (Modification: break into two parts.)



Following Directions: Back to School

Lunch
1) It’s time to eat lunch.  Write “Lunch Time” at the top of the white 

board. (Modification: if your child is not yet spelling, just ask him to 
put an L at the top of the board or spell the words out for him.)

2) Draw an apple on the poster to the left of the white board.  Write 
“Fruits” above it. (Modification: break into two parts. If your child 
is not yet spelling, just ask her to put an A at the top of the poster 
or spell the word out for her.)

3) Draw a carrot on the poster to the right of the white board.  Write 
“Vegetables” above it. (Modification: break into two parts. If your 
child is not yet spelling, just ask her to put a V at the top of the 
poster or spell the word out for her.)

4) Draw a circle on the table and draw a sandwich in the middle of 
the circle. (Modification: break into two parts.)

5) Draw a square food dish in front of the cat under the table. 
(Modification: simplify by not giving a shape to the dish and/or 
where to put it.)

6) Draw a napkin tied around the other cat’s neck.
7) Write your favorite book’s title on the cover of the top book and 

then color it orange.  (Modification: break into two parts.  Draw a 
picture from favorite book instead of writing title.)

8) Color the girl’s pants blue and the boy’s shirt red. (Modification: 
break into two parts.)

9) Lunch ends at 12:30.  Write “12:30” in the middle of the white 
board. (Modification: explain how to write 12:30 or have child 
draw a clock showing 12:30 if working on time.)

10) Draw a brown garbage can to the left of the girl.



Following Directions: Back to School
End of the Day
1) It’s the end of the day.  Write “Homework” at the top of the white 

board. (Modification: if your child is not yet spelling, just ask him to 
put an H at the top of the board or spell the word out for him.)

2) Draw a line under the word Homework and write “Read a book” 
under the line. (Modification: break into two parts. If your child is 
not yet spelling, ask her to draw a book.)

3) On the poster to the left of the white board, write “Start”.  Then 
write 8:00 underneath the word. (Modification: break into two 
parts. If your child is not yet spelling, just ask her to put an S at the 
top of the poster or spell the word out for her.)

4) On the poster to the right of the white board, write “End”.  Then 
write 2:00 underneath the word. (Modification: break into two 
parts. If your child is not yet spelling, just ask her to put an E at the 
top of the poster or spell the word out for her.  Feel free to give your 
usual start and stop times.)

5) Draw a muffin on the table for afternoon snack. 
6) Draw a red hat and blue jacket on the girl so she can go outside and 

play. (Modification: simplify by not giving colors.)
7) Draw a green hat and orange jacket on the boy so he can go outside 

and play. (Modification: simplify by not giving colors.)
8) Color the third book purple and the fifth book orange.  

(Modification: break into two parts or have both books be the same 
color.)

9) Draw a blue blanket next to the cat under the table so he can take a 
nap.  (Modification: leave out the color and where to put the 
blanket.)

10) Draw a green ball can to the left of the plant so the children can take 
it outside to play. (Modification: leave out the color and where to 
put the ball.)



Following Directions
Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded.

Modifications are given for most directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel 
free to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make 
it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, 
phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has 
completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have 
remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your 
children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help 
your children achieve this level of success.  As your children become 
better at following directions, decrease the amount of help you are 
giving them.

Frames by:
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Following Directions: Fall
Camping
1) The Cub Scouts are going camping.  Write “Fall Jamboree” at the 

top of the paper with a red crayon. (Modification: if your child is 
not yet spelling, just ask him to put an F and a J at the top of the 
board or spell the words for him.)

2) Now, let’s set up the campsite.  Draw a blue hammock hanging 
between the two trees on the right side of the paper. 
(Modification: Help him find correct location if needed.)

3) Draw two brown tents on the right side of the creek and a big, blue 
tent on the left side of the creek. (Modification: break into parts.)

4) Draw a brown log going across the river that the children can use 
as a bridge.

5) At the bottom, in the middle draw a campfire.  Then, draw four 
gray rocks around it that can be used as seats. (Modification: break 
into two parts.)

6) In the bottom, left corner, draw a brown picnic table.
7) Draw three brown fish and four orange fish swimming in the creek.
8) Color the leaves on the trees on the left side of the creek yellow 

and the leaves on the trees on the right side of the creek red. 
(Modification: break into two parts.)

9) Draw four black birds flying in the sky and one duck sitting on the 
ground near the creek. (Modification: break into two parts.)

10) Color the trunk of the tree closest to you brown. (Modification: 
help your child find the one that is closest.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall
Nature Walk
1) Your family is going for a nature walk today.  At the bottom of the 

paper write three things you might take with you. (Modification: 
help your child with spelling if needed.  If three is too many, just 
make it one or two.)

2) Draw a path along the right side of the creek that you can walk on.  
(Modification: Help her find the location to draw the path if 
needed.)

3) At the beginning of the path, make a sign that says “Little Creek 
Trail”. (Modification: If that is too much to spell or write, just have 
your child draw a shape and color it like a trail marker.)

4) Find the two trees on the right side of the creek.  Color the leaves 
on one of them orange and the leaves on the other one brown.  
(Modification: break into parts.)

5) Find the biggest rock in the creek and draw a green turtle in front 
of it. (Modification: break into two parts.  Help your child find 
correct location if needed.)

6) Color the leaves on the tree closest to you yellow and draw five 
yellow leaves on the ground around it. (Modification: break into 
two parts.)

7) Next to the creek on the left side, draw a brown snake. 
(Modification: Help her find the location if needed.)

8) Draw a big brown rock in between the two trees on the right of 
the creek. (Modification: Help her find the location if needed.)

9) Color the cloud on the left dark gray and the cloud on the right 
light gray. (Modification: break into parts.)

10) Draw a black bench somewhere along the right side of the creek.

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall

Apple Picking
1) Your family is going apple picking.  First, you need some apple 

trees.  Find the trees on the right side of the creek.  Draw 8 red 
apples on the one on the left.  (Modification: break into parts and 
help your child locate the correct tree if needed.)

2) Draw 4 yellow apples on the one on the right and then color the 
leaves on both trees green.  (Modification: break into parts.)

3) Find the tree closest to you on the left side of the creek.  Draw 6 
light green apples on it.  Then, color the leaves dark green.  
(Modification: break into parts.)

4) Now draw four brown baskets for collecting apples around the 
bottom of this tree. 

5) In between the two trees on the right, draw a brown ladder. 
6) Draw a red bench on the right side of the creek for people to rest 

on.
7) Some apples fell in the creek.  Draw 5 red apples and 3 green 

apples floating down the creek. (Modification: break into parts.)
8) Color the leaves on the rest of the trees orange.
9) Write “Big Sky Apple Farm” at the bottom of your paper.  

(Modification: simplify or personalize the name as desired.)
10) In the bottom, left corner, draw a picnic table with 3 cups of apple 

cider on it. (Modification: break into two parts.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall

Stream Clean-Up
1) A group of kids are going to clean up the stream.  Write “Stream 

Clean-up” in blue at the bottom of the paper.  (Modification: 
Simplify words and/or help with spelling as needed.)

2) In the stream, draw five soda cans.  Make two green and three 
blue.  (Modification: break into parts.)

3) Add six more pieces of garbage to the stream.  Make four brown 
and two orange. (Modification: break into parts.)

4) On the left side of the creek, draw three black garbage bags.
5) In between the two trees on the right side of the creek, draw a 

green garbage can. (Modification: help your child find the correct 
location first if needed.)

6) Color the leaves on the left tree red and the leaves on the right 
tree yellow. (Modification: break into parts.)

7) Find the biggest tree on the left side of the creek.  Color the leaves 
red and draw four pieces of brown garbage around the base of the 
tree. (Modification: break into parts.)

8) Draw four gray fish swimming in between the pieces of garbage in 
the creek.

9) Draw a duck sitting on top of one of the rocks in the creek.
10) Color any two bushes dark green and one other red. (Modification: 

break into parts.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall
Toy Boat Race
1) There is a toy boat race on the creek today.  Write “The Back Creek 

Boat Race” at the bottom of the paper. (Modification: Simplify 
words and/or help with spelling as needed.)

2) Draw a brown, arched bridge over the creek for people to cross and 
that the boats can go under.  (Modification: Your child might need to 
see an example of an arch.)

3) Draw a blue boat under the bridge and draw three red boats in front 
of the blue boat. (Modification: break into parts.)

4) Draw two green boats and two orange boats further upstream. 
(Modification: help your child find the location if needed.)

5) In between the two trees on the right side of the creek, draw a blue 
bench for people to watch the race. (Modification: have your child 
find the location first and then read to them what to draw.)

6) Draw three small, yellow trophies in front of the tree closest to you. 
(Modification: have your child find the location first and then read to 
them what to draw.)

7) Draw a large, yellow trophy on the far, left side of the paper and 
write 1st on it. (Modification: have your child find the location first 
and then read to them what to draw.)

8) Make it look like there are blue ribbons wrapped around two of  the 
trees for decoration.

9) Draw a line from the top of the tree on the left side of the creek 
over to the top of the tree on the right side of the creek.  Draw blue 
and red flags hanging down from the line. (Modification: Your child 
might need to see an example of what to draw.)

10) Color all the rocks in the creek orange so the boats are less likely to 
hit them.

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions:
Fall Cooking

Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded.

Modifications are given for most directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel 
free to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make 
it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, 
phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has 
completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have 
remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your 
children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help 
your children achieve this level of success.  As your children become 
better at following directions, decrease the amount of help you are 
giving them.

Kitchen by:

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com

Frames by: People by:
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Following Directions: Fall Cooking
Making Applesauce
1) The children have lots of apples from apple picking so they are 

going to make applesauce.  Draw  4 green apples and 5 red apples
on the table. (Modification: break into parts.)

2) Color the boys shirt orange and his pants blue. (Modification: 
break into parts.)

3) First, color the girl’s shirt red and then color her pants black. 
(Modification: break into parts.)

4) Draw a pot on the front, left burner and color it blue.  
(Modification: Help find correct location if needed. Break into 
parts.)

5) Draw a stick of butter and a jar of cinnamon to the right of the 
stove top. (Modification: Help find correct location if needed.
Break into parts.)

6) In the recipe book, write “cut and cook apples.” (Modification: if 
writing is a challenge, have your child draw a knife and a pot in the 
book.  Help spell words if necessary.)

7) On the shopping list, write “butter” and then draw a picture of 
butter underneath the word.  (Modification: break into two parts.)

8) Draw a square cutting board on the table and a knife above it. 
(Modification: break into parts.)

9) The children are not the neatest cooks.  Draw two apple slices 
under the table.

10) The apples need to cook for 20 minutes.  Write 20 on the front of 
the oven door.  (Modification: break into two parts.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall Cooking
Pecan Pie Time
1) The children gathered pecans from a tree in their backyard.  Draw 

a paper bag to the right of the cookbook on the table and write 
“Pecans” on it.  (Modification: help your child with spelling if 
needed.  Have child draw a pecan if writing is hard.)

2) Draw a big mixing bowl to the left of the recipe book and color it 
gray. (Modification: Help find correct location if needed. Break into 
parts.)

3) Draw a small brown bottle next to the mixing bowl and write a “V” 
on it for ‘vanilla’. (Modification: break into parts.)

4) Draw a bag of sugar next to the mixing bowl and write an “S” on it 
for ‘sugar’. (Modification: break into parts.)

5) On the counter, next to the stove, draw a medium-sized bottle and 
write a “C” on it for ‘corn syrup’. (Modification: break into two 
parts.  Help find correct location if needed.)

6) Finally, to the right of the corn syrup, draw a stick of butter and 
write a “B” on it. (Modification: break into two parts.  Help find 
correct location if needed.)

7) Oops, the children used all of the sugar in the pie.  Write “sugar” 
on the shopping list.  (Modification: Help find the location if 
needed.)

8) The kids mix all the ingredients together and pour them into the 
pie pan.  Draw a green pie pan sitting on top of the stove.  
(Modification: Help find the location if needed.)

9) The pie will have to cook for 1 hour.  Write the number of minutes 
it needs to cook on the front of the stove.  (Modification: For 
younger children, tell them that 1 hour = 60 minutes and to write 
‘60’ on the stove.)

10) Somehow the dog got corn syrup on him!  Color him yellow with 
brown corn syrup spots. ©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall Cooking

Pumpkin Soup For Everyone 
1) It is time to make pumpkin soup!  First, draw two cans of pumpkin 

puree on the left side of the table and two cans of chicken broth in 
the middle of the table. (Modification: break into parts.)

2) Draw 4 spice bottles to the right of the recipe book and put the 
letters S, P, C, and N on them (for salt, pepper, cinnamon and 
nutmeg).  (Modification: break into parts.)

3) Draw a large black pot on the front right burner of the stove.  
(Modification: Help your child find correct location if needed.)

4) On the left page of the recipe book, write ‘mix’ and on the right
page write ‘cook’. (Modification: break into parts.)

5) The children used up all of the salt, so write “salt” on the shopping 
list. (Modification: help with spelling or make it just an ‘s’.)

6) Draw 4 bowls between the sink and the stove to put the soup in 
when it is all done cooking.

7) The soup needs to cook for 30 minutes.  Write 30 on the front of 
the microwave.

8) For fun, draw a pumpkin on the counter below the microwave and 
give it two triangle shaped eyes. (Modification: break into two 
parts.  Help your child find correct location if needed.)

9) Give the pumpkin a round nose and a happy mouth with three 
teeth. 

10) Then draw a larger pumpkin under the table and give it two square 
eyes.  (Modification: break into two parts.)

11) Add two eyebrows, a triangle nose and a sad mouth. (Modification: 
break into parts.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall Cooking

Roasted Squash
1) Roasted squash is super easy to make so the children are going to 

make a bunch of them.  Draw 4 round squash to the left of the 
stove and 3 round squash to the right of the stove. (Modification: 
break into parts.)

2) Now draw five long, skinny yellow squash on the table. 
3) Draw a big knife to the right of the cookbook to cut the squash in 

half.
4) Now draw a line on each squash to show where the children 

should cut each one in half.  (Modification: help your child find the 
correct locations if needed.)

5) After the children cut the squash in half, they need to rub butter 
on them.  Draw 3 sticks of butter below the microwave.

6) The squash will need to cook for an hour and 10 minutes.  Write 
the total number of minutes they need to cook on the wall above 
the stove. (Modification: for younger children, just tell them to 
write ‘70’ minutes.)

7) While the squash is cooking, the children remember a few things 
they need to buy at the store.  Draw a picture of a loaf of bread, a 
carton of milk, and 3 apples on the shopping list.  (Modification: 
break into parts.)

8) The cookbook has the recipe for tonight’s dinner in it.  Draw a pizza 
on the pages shown.

9) The dog is hungry.  Draw a red food bowl in front of him.
10) Just for fun, color all three appliances your favorite color. 

(Modification: define appliance if needed.)

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: Fall Cooking
Mulled Cider
1) The children want a yummy fall drink.  They are going to heat up 

some apple cider and add spices to it.  Draw a large red pot on the 
back right burner of the stove. (Modification: have your child find 
the location first and then read to them what to draw.)

2) In the recipe book, draw a red mug and write ‘cider’ underneath it.  
(Modification: help with spelling as needed or just write a ‘C’.)

3) Draw a jug of apple cider between the sink and the stove top. 
4) Draw three jars to the right of the stove and write a ‘C’ on two of 

them and an ‘A’ on the other one (for clove, cinnamon, and allspice). 
(Modification: break into parts.)

5) Draw a plate with 5 orange slices on it next to the jars. 
6) Now draw a big wooden spoon coming out of the pot and two blue 

mugs on the table. (Modification: break into parts.)
7) Draw a blue bag of popcorn in the microwave for the children to eat 

with the cider. 
8) Draw a Jack o’Lantern with square eyes on the shopping list.  Mom 

won’t mind!  
9) Draw a big, orange bowl on the table to put the popcorn in.
10) Draw a small, yellow bowl under the table to give the dog some 

popcorn.

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions:
December Holidays

Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded. You 
may just read directions from computer or print those as well.

Modifications are given for most directions as examples of how to 
make the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler 
level.  Feel free to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or 
make it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a 
word, phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once 
she has completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to 
have remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow 
directions and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is 
for your children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications 
will help your children achieve this level of success.  As your children 
become better at following directions, decrease the amount of help 
you are giving them.

©2018 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com
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Following Directions: December Holidays
Happy Hanukkah
Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that celebrates the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem.  It is believed a miracle happened during 
the rededication.  Even though there was only enough oil to keep the 
candles burning for a single day, the flames continued to burn for 8 
nights.  During Hanukkah, candles are lit each night with a new candle 
added each night.
1) Hanukkah is celebrated based on the Hebrew calendar and starts on 

the 25th day of Kislev.  Write 25 in the upper left hand corner of the 
fireplace. (Modification: help locate place.)

2) It is celebrated for 8 nights.  Write an 8 in the upper right hand 
corner of the fireplace. (Modification: help locate place.)

3) A Menorah holds nine candles lined up in a row.  Draw a Menorah 
on the mantel of the fireplace, but don’t put any candles in it, yet.  
(Modification: help locate the mantel.)

4) Now draw five candles starting in the middle and filling the other 
four openings to the right.  (Modification: help locate where to draw 
the candles.)

5) The candles are typically lit shortly after sunset. Draw hands on the 
clock to show 5:30. (Modification: locate where to draw the hands.)

6) The candles stay lit for at least 30 minutes.  Write a 30 on the 
fireplace just below the clock.  (Modification: Help find correct 
location if needed.)

7) Draw a brown chair with a blue pillow to the left of the fireplace so 
the family can sit and enjoy the candles.  (Modification: Help find 
correct location if needed. Break into parts.)

8) Often people play dreidel after they light the candles.  In the frame 
on the wall, draw a die that has a pointed bottom and a stick handle 
coming out of the top so it will spin.  Make it colorful. (Modification: 
Show a picture of a dreidel to copy.)
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Merry Christmas
Christmas is when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It takes place 
on December 25th and there are many traditions around the world 
celebrating this day. (Help identify location, if needed.)

1) The Christmas tree is popular in many countries.  Draw a Christmas 
tree to the left of the fireplace and decorate it with round, red and 
blue ornaments. 

2) A nativity scene is also popular and likely began in France.  Draw a 
small stable on top of the fireplace to the left of the clock. (Help 
identify location, if needed.)

3) Evergreen branches have been used for decoration for hundreds of 
years.  Draw some green branches hanging on the front of the 
fireplace. 

4) There is a legend in Poland that spiders spun a blanket for baby 
Jesus so Polish people decorate their trees with spider webs.  Draw 
a small black spider on the wall to the right of the picture frame.

5) In Iceland, it is popular to exchange books on Christmas Eve.  Draw 
2 green books and 3 red books on top of the fireplace. 

6) Santa Claus, also known as St. Nicholas or Kris Kringle, is known 
around the world.  Draw a quick picture of him in the frame above
the Christmas tree. 

7) It is important to go to bed so that Santa Claus can bring presents.  
Draw hands on the clock to show 9:00.

8) Under the tree, draw a round, blue present and 3 red, rectangular 
presents. (Modification: break into two parts.) 

9) The poinsettia, native to Mexico, is a popular red flower at 
Christmas.  Draw a big red flower in a green pot on the floor in 
front of the fireplace. 
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Boxing Day
Boxing Day is celebrated in the United Kingdom and some other 
countries that were part of the British Empire, such as Canada.  The 
purpose is to stretch Christmas into two days.

1) The Christmas tree would still be up so draw one to the left of the 
fireplace, put a star on top, and red ribbons around it.  
(Modification: break into parts.)

2) In Britain, a Christmas present is called a Christmas Box and may be 
where the name Boxing Day came from.  Draw 3 blue and 2 red 
Christmas Boxes under the tree. (Modification: break into parts.)

3) Historically, Boxing Day was a day off for the servants and their 
employer would give them a Christmas Box that day.  Draw a stack 
of 5 green Christmas Boxes to the right of the fireplace.

4) Boxing Day has become popular for holding horse races.  Make a 
quick drawing of a brown horse and a black horse in the frame 
above the Christmas tree. 

5) It is also a popular day for the top football teams (called soccer in 
the US) to play.  Draw a soccer ball in front of the fireplace.

6) Family might stop by for lunch.  Draw hands on the clock to say 
11:30. 

7) Mince pies are a popular food.  Draw a small brown table with 3 
pies on it.  (Modification: break into parts.)

8) More recently, Boxing Day has become a popular day for shopping 
sales.  Draw 4 yellow shopping bags in front of the fireplace and 
write a big B on the front of them. (for Boxing Day)

9) It is considered unlucky in Britain if decorations are not taken down 
by January 5th.  Write this date at the top of the fireplace.
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Kwanzaa
Kwanzaa is an African-American holiday created during the Civil Rights 
Movement as a way for people to connect with their African roots.  It 
is based upon the First Fruits festivals in Africa.

1) Kwanzaa begins on December 26th.  Write December 26th in green 
to the right of the picture frame

2) It ends on January 1st.  Write January 1st in red to the right of the 
clock. 

3) Since it is based upon African festivals, write Africa at the top of 
the fireplace in orange.

4) During the First Fruits festivals in Africa, the first fruits of the 
harvest are sacrificed to God.  Draw three ears of yellow corn and 
two oranges in the picture frame.

5) Draw a table to the left of the fireplace with a colorful cloth over it. 
Make sure the cloth has orange, green and purple in it.  

6) A mat is then laid upon the table and items are placed on top of it.  
One of these items is a Unity cup.  Draw a yellow cup on the table 
and write ‘Unity” on it. (Help with spelling as needed.)

7) During Kwanzaa, families light a candle each night for 7 nights.  
Draw a candle holder that will hold 7 candles on the table, but do 
not put any candles in it, yet.

8) Now draw 3 red candles in the left 3 openings of the candle holder 
and 3 green candles in the right 3 openings of the holder.

9) Draw a black candle in the middle and “light” all of the candles.
10) Books, music and art are important to the celebration of Kwanzaa.  

Draw three red books and two green books on the mantle.
11) Finally, draw one large and one small African drum in front of the 

fireplace.
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A New Year
1) Many people celebrate the last day of the year, New Year’s Eve, on 

December 31st.  Write December 31st below the hearth of the 
fireplace. (Help identify location, if needed.)

2) Many people celebrate the first day of the year, New Year’s Day on 
January 1st.  Write January 1st across the top of the fireplace.  
Include the new year that will begin. (Help identify location, if 
needed.)

3) The change from one year to the next occurs at midnight.  Draw 
hands on the clock to show midnight. (Explain what time is 
midnight, if needed.)

4) Many people buy party hats and noisemakers to celebrate New 
Years’ Eve.  Draw two silver hats and four red noisemakers on the 
mantel. 

5) Sometimes special foods are served.  Draw a table with a white top 
and red legs to the left of the fireplace to hold the food.

6) Some foods are considered lucky.  A Spanish tradition is to eat 
grapes at midnight.  Draw 12 purple grapes on your table.

7) Fish are thought to be a symbol of abundance in the new year.  Draw 
3 pink fish and 2 silver fish on the table.

8) A big ball of lights drops in New York City at midnight.  In the picture 
frame, draw a big colorful ball.

9) In the Philippines, round shapes are place around to represent coins.  
Draw 3 blue round shapes to the left of the clock and 4 yellow round 
shapes to the right of the clock. (Modification: break into parts.)

10) In Greece, hanging an onion on the front door is a symbol of rebirth 
or new life in the new year.  Draw half of a brown door to the right
of the fireplace and draw a white onion on it. (Children may need 
help understanding how to draw half of a door.
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Following Directions:
Winter Fun

Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded. You 
may just read directions from computer or print those as well.

How to Make it Easier: Modifications are given for a few directions as 
examples of how to make the activity easier for children who are 
working at a simpler level.  Feel free to further modify as needed.  

How to Make it Harder: If the directions are too easy for your child, 
give two at a time.  Or make it even harder by giving your child 
something to remember (a word, phrase, number, etc.), then give her 
the two directions.  Once she has completed the directions, ask her 
what she was supposed to have remembered.

What Level to Work at: These activities are to help teach your 
children how to follow directions and to give them practice.  They are 
not tests.  The goal is for your children to experience at least 80% 
success.  Modifications will help your children achieve this level of 
success.  As your children become better at following directions, 
decrease the amount of help you are giving them.
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Following Directions: Winter Fun
Ice Skating Pond
In some areas, it is cold enough for most of winter that people make ice 
skating rinks in their yards!
1) Draw a large oval in front of the house and color it light gray. 

(Modification: divide into two parts.)
2) Write the name of your country in the middle of the ice using two 

different colors.
3) Draw a red hockey net at each end of the ice.
4) Draw two hockey sticks, one black and one blue, leaning up against 

the left side of the house.
5) Quickly draw three children and two adults skating on the pond.
6) Draw five black hockey pucks below the trees on the left side of the 

paper.
7) Color the house gray and the door red.
8) On the window box below the window, write 10 – 7 to show the 

score of the last hockey game played there.
9) Above the house, draw a yellow sun and three black birds flying.
10) To the right of the house draw a fire pit with a roaring fire.
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Following Directions: Winter Fun
Sledding
Sledding is another fun winter activity when it snows.
1. Draw a hill of snow below the trees on the left side of the picture.
2. On the hill, write Danger Hill in green letters.
3. Color the two trees above the hill dark green with snow on them.  

Make the bark on the trunks light brown. (Modification: divide into 
two parts.)

4. It is a cloudy day.  Draw two big clouds and one small cloud above 
the house.

5. Draw a red, round sled sitting at the bottom of the hill.
6. At the top of the hill, draw a blue, rectangular sled.
7. Draw three children in front of the house carrying a long red sled.
8. Give one child a blue hat and the other two children red hats.
9. Draw a big yellow light at the peak of the roof so the children can 

sled at night. (Modification: help find location.)
10. The children will need to warm up when they are done.  Draw a cup 

of hot chocolate on the front door and smoke coming out of the 
chimney. (Modification: divide into two parts.)
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Following Directions: Winter Fun
Hot Chocolate Stand
Many of us have heard of lemonade stands, but have you ever heard of 
a hot chocolate stand? The children decide to set up a hot chocolate 
stand to earn some money.
1. Draw a large brown table in front of the house.
2. Behind the table draw two children to sell the hot chocolate.
3. In the middle of the table draw 3 green mugs and 2 yellow mugs. 

(Modification: divide into two parts.)
4. Next to the mugs, draw a large red pitcher to hold the hot chocolate.
5. On the other side of the mugs, draw a blue bowl full of 

marshmallows.
6. Above the children draw a sign that says “Hot Chocolate $1” in red 

letters.  Connect the sign to the table with 2 brown poles. 
(Modification: divide into two parts.)

7. Color the house brown with a red door and red trim to match the 
hot chocolate sign.

8. Draw three swirls of smoke coming out of the chimney.
9. Draw two red decorative stars on each of the trees.  These will bring 

attention to the hot chocolate stand.
10. Draw a black garbage can to the right of the table.  We don’t want 

people to litter!
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Following Directions: Winter Fun
Winter Nature Study
Even though some animals migrate or hibernate for the winter and many 
plants are dormant, there is still plenty to see on a nature walk in the 
winter.
1) Let’s start by drawing a hiking trail.  Start at the trees to the right of 

the house.  Draw a trail that comes in front of the house and then 
heads back toward the trees on the left side of the house. 
(Modification: divide into two parts.)

2) The trees are all evergreens so color them dark green with some 
white snow on them.

3) Then draw green bushes in front of the house with red berries on 
them.  These are holly bushes.

4) One way to attract animals in the winter is to put food out for them.  
Make brown and black marks on the ground in the front of the 
house for bird seed.

5) Draw 3 red birds and 5 brown birds eating the bird seed.
6) Draw a large cloud up in the sky with a yellow sun peaking out from 

behind it.
7) To the left of the house, draw a yardstick coming up out of the snow.  

Write the number 5 where it meets the snow to show 5 inches. 
(Modification: divide into two parts.)

8) Draw 3 large black birds sitting on top of the house.
9) Draw 10 foot prints along your trail in front of the house.
10) Draw a brown owl in the tall tree to the left of the house.
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Following Directions: Winter Fun
Snow Forts
Building snow forts are another fun way to play in the snow.  They can 
be built by making snow bricks and then stacking them to make walls.
1) Above the house write “Snowball Fight” in black.
2) In the bottom left corner, draw a snow fort where the walls are five 

bricks high.
3) In the bottom right corner, draw a snow fort where the walls are 

four bricks high.
4) Next to the fort in the left corner, draw a pyramid of 10 snowballs.
5) Next to the fort in the right corner, draw a pyramid of 15 

snowballs.
6) Draw two kids at each fort.  Give the kids on the left blue hats and 

the kids on the right red hats. (Modification: divide into two parts.)
7) Write the word “Safe” at the bottom of the trees on the right side 

of the paper.  No snowballs are allowed to be thrown in that area.
8) Draw a light above the door and each window on the house so the 

children can continue their snowball fight at night.
9) After the snowball fight, the children will be hungry.  To the left of 

the house draw a table with a plate of cookies on it.
10) Add 4 blue mugs and a green pitcher to the table so they have 

something to drink.
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Following Directions:
Valentines

This month is different in that you do not have a picture.  Instead, you 
will be using paper (can be construction paper, but doesn’t have to 
be.) to make cards. You will need crayons or colored pencils.  
Direction vocabulary has been bolded. You may just read directions 
from computer or print those as well.  Start be reading the 
introduction and then each direction one at a time with a pause for 
children to follow them.

How to Make it Easier: Modifications are given for a few directions as 
examples of how to make the activity easier for children who are 
working at a simpler level.  Feel free to further modify as needed.  

How to Make it Harder: If the directions are too easy for your child, 
give two at a time.  Or make it even harder by giving your child 
something to remember (a word, phrase, number, etc.), then give her 
the two directions.  Once she has completed the directions, ask her 
what she was supposed to have remembered.

What Level to Work at: These activities are to help teach your 
children how to follow directions and to give them practice.  They are 
not tests.  The goal is for your children to experience at least 80% 
success.  Modifications will help your children achieve this level of 
success.  As your children become better at following directions, 
decrease the amount of help you are giving them.
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Following Directions: Valentines
Valentine Symbols
Valentine’s Day was originally a Christian feast day to honor one or two early 
saints named Valentinus.  There are various stories told about them and some 
involve love.  One story says that Valentinus was thrown in jail for performing 
weddings for soldiers and their brides even though Roman soldiers were not 
supposed to get married.  In the 1300s, the day started to become associated 
with romantic love.  Today we are going make Valentine cards following these 
directions:
1) Take a piece of construction paper and fold it in half the short way to make 

a card.
2) Hearts are a symbol of our feelings.  On the front of the card, draw a large

heart and write the words “I like you” inside of it. (Modification: divide into 
two parts.)

3) Now draw five little pink hearts floating around the big heart.
4) Open the card and on the left side, draw a cupid, which looks like an angel 

or a person with wings.  A cupid originally represented the Greek god Eros, 
who was the god of love.

5) Underneath the cupid, rearrange the letters of Eros to spell a common gift 
people give on Valentine’s Day.  (Answer: rose, help children as needed.)

6) Flowers have been used for hundreds of years to communicate different 
messages.  On the right side of your card, near the top, draw a red flower 
with five petals.  (Modification: help your child locate the spot first, then 
give the rest of the direction.)

7) In the middle of the right side, draw a blue flower with eight petals.
8) At the bottom of the right side, draw an orange flower with an odd number 

of petals.  (If your child is unfamiliar with odd numbers, give some examples 
at the end of the direction.)

9) In medieval times, it was believed birds chose their mates on Valentine’s 
Day.  Draw three white birds flying between the flowers.

10) Valentine notes and cards have been given for hundreds of years.  Close 
your card and on the back, write “From” and your name.  Now give your 
card to your parent or teacher.
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Following Directions: Valentines
Valentines with Shapes
Hearts are a symbol of love and are used on Valentine cards.  Today we 
are going to make a card that uses a variety of shapes to decorate it.  
Listen carefully!
1. Take a piece of construction paper and fold it in half lengthwise to 

make a tall card.
2. At the top, write: LOVE in capital letters using a purple crayon.
3. Underneath the word love, draw a big red heart with a small red 

heart inside.
4. Draw three blue squares around the big heart.
5. Draw two orange circles around the big heart and put an orange dot 

in each blue square. (Modification: break into two parts.)
6. Open the card and on the left side draw a large pink oval.
7. Inside the oval, draw three yellow stars and three red hearts. 

(Modification: break into two parts.)
8. On the right side, we are going to draw a stack of shapes.  At the 

bottom, draw a large purple square and on top of that draw a little 
bit smaller green triangle. (Modification: break into two parts.)

9. Now draw a slightly smaller red circle on top of the green triangle.
10. Finally, draw a small yellow diamond at the top of the stack of 

shapes.
11. Close the card and on the back, sign your name.  Give the card to 

someone you like.
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Following Directions: Valentines
Valentines with Flowers
Some people believe each flower communicates a different message and 
there are books that tell you the “code”.  Today we are going to make a 
card using flowers to communicate a message.
1. Fold a piece of paper in half the short way to make a card.
2. On the front, draw a long green stem.
3. Now draw five small yellow circles along each side of the stem.  This 

is the acacia flower and represents friendship.
4. Now open your card.  On the left side at the top, draw a circle and 

color it pink and white.  This is the gillyflower and represents a 
happy life.

5. Below that, draw a flower with five petals and color them bluish-
purple.  This is a violet and represents trustworthiness and 
faithfulness.

6. On the top of the right side, draw a flower with a yellow circle and 
six white petals around the circle.  This is a jasmine flower and 
represents love.

7. Below the jasmine, draw a small flower that has five light blue petals 
and a yellow middle. 

8. Now draw four more of them clumped together.  These are called 
forget-me-nots.

9. On the back of the card, draw 10 small white circles close together 
to make a big, puffy flower.  This is angelica and is supposed to 
encourage creativeness.

10. Below the angelica, write your name and make one of the letters 
into a flower!
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Following Directions: Valentines
Valentines with Food
Foods sometimes have special meanings and can be used to send a 
message about love.  Today we are going to make a card with pictures of 
some special foods.
1) First, fold your paper into thirds so that when you open it, you have 

three rectangles to draw in.
2) Close your card and decide which flap will be the cover.  On the 

cover, write: Foods for You. (Help spell the words if needed.)
3) Now open the card and on the left side, draw a large blue circle for a 

plate.
4) On the plate, draw four red strawberries.  Since they are red and 

heart shaped, strawberries can mean ‘love’.
5) In the middle section, draw a jar and color it yellowish-brown for 

honey.
6) Above the jar draw a bee with yellow and black stripes.  A bee is a 

symbol of love because it makes sweet honey, but it also stings.  Love 
can be sweet, but can also cause us to get hurt.

7) On the right side, draw a large heart.  Fill the heart with six brown 
shapes.  These are pieces of chocolate.  Chocolate did not become 
popular for Valentines Day until the mid-1800s, but now is a gift you 
can give someone you love.

8) Now draw five dark green leaves around the heart.  These leaves are 
spinach!  Did you know that in Japan spinach is a symbol of love??

9) Now find the back of your card.  On the back draw three red apples 
and four carrots.  These have also been symbols of love in history.

10) Add up each piece of food you drew and write the number in the 
bottom right corner of the back page.  (Answer: 23, help as much as 
needed with this direction.)
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Following Directions: Valentines
Valentines with Alphabet Hearts**
Listen carefully to spell the correct words!  Don’t color in your hearts.  
You will need to write letters in them.  You do not need to fold your 
paper this time.  (Combine directions as appropriate for your children.)
1) Draw five rows of hearts.  The first row has one heart, the second

row has four hearts, the third row has three hearts, the fourth row 
has one heart and the fifth row has three hearts.  (Modification: 
Break into as many parts as needed.)

2) In the third row, write an O in the middle heart.
3) In the last row, write an O in the middle heart.
4) In the second row, write an L in the first heart.
5) In the last row, write an L in the first heart.
6) In the third row, write a U in the last heart.
7) In the second row, write a K in the third heart.
8) In the second row, write an E in the last heart. (Has anyone 

guessed it, yet??)
9) In the fourth row, write an A in the heart.
10) In the last row, write a T in the last heart.
11) In the first and second row, write Is in the empty hearts.
12) In the third row, write a Y in the first heart.

Answer: I like you a lot.

**If this message is too easy, just make up your own fun message!
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Following Directions:
Spring

Print one picture for each child for each story you do.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded.

Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel free 
to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make it 
even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, phrase, 
number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has completed 
the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your children 
to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help your children 
achieve this level of success.  As your children become better at following 
directions, decrease the amount of help you are giving them.
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Following Directions: Spring
Growing Fruit
This year, the family is growing fruit in their backyard.  It is early, 
though, so the fruit is not ripe.

1) Draw  3 green oranges near the top of the tree and 4 green 
oranges growing on the lower branches. (Modification: break 
into parts.)

2) Draw 13 green blueberries on the bush to the right of the 
shed. 

3) First, color the roof of the shed black and then color the front 
and side of the shed red. (Modification: break into parts.)

4) In the pot to the left of the shed door, draw a strawberry 
plant with 3 pink strawberries and 2 green strawberries. 

5) In the pot to the right of the shed door, draw a small 
raspberry bush with 11 green raspberries on it. 

6) In the middle of the yard, draw a peach tree with 8 small, 
light green peaches on it. 

7) Color the birdbath black and in the bird bath, draw two 
bluebirds. (Modification: break into parts.)

8) Color 4 flowers pink and 5 flowers blue and draw two bees 
flying around them.  (Modification: break into parts.)

9) In the pot to the right of the tree, draw 4 purple flowers and 
write ‘pansies’ on the front of the pot.  Pansies like shade. 
(Modification: Help with spelling as needed or just have your 
child put a ‘P’ on the front of the pot.)

10) On the pot to the left of the tree, draw three stems of green 
ivy growing down the sides.  

11) Add one last thing to your picture that you feel it needs!
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Following Directions: Spring
Dog’s Paradise
This family loves dogs and the dogs are happy that spring 
weather is here.

1) Draw a bone above the door of the dog house and write Max 
on it.  Then, color the doghouse red. (Modification: break into 
parts.  Help with spelling as needed or just use initial letters.)

2) On the pot to the left of the doghouse door, write Chloe and 
color the pot orange.

3) On the pot to the right of the doghouse door, write Bella and 
color the pot blue.  All three dogs share the doghouse.

4) Draw a squirrel up in the tree and a brown dog barking at the 
bottom of the tree.  This is Max. (Modification: break into 
two parts.)

5) Draw three red birds in the birdbath and a black dog standing 
with its front paws on the birdbath.  This is Chloe.

6) Draw a tan dog curled up sleeping between the two pots in 
front of the doghouse.  This is Bella.

7) Draw a hole in front of the flowers and two holes in the 
middle of the yard.  The dogs have already been digging and 
their family is not going to be very happy about it.

8) Draw 10 blueberries at the top of the bush to the right of the 
shed.  The dogs ate all of the blueberries near the bottom of 
the bush.

9) Draw 8 green apples in the tree and 4 green apples on the 
ground around the bottom of the tree.  The dogs like to eat 
apples, too. (Modification: break into two parts.)

10) Draw a bone sticking out of the pot to the right of the tree.  
The dogs like to bury their bones in the pots and in the 
ground.  (Modification: help find place if needed.)
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Following Directions: Spring
Vegetable Garden
Some years, the family grows vegetables in their backyard.  
It is early, so they are just getting started.

1) Draw a large rectangle in the middle of the yard and then give 
it four legs so that it makes a table that the family can work at. 

2) On the table draw four squares that will be seed packets.  
3) On one packet write ‘carrots’ and on another packet write 

‘beans’. (Modification: instead of writing words, ask children to 
draw the pictures.  Or to make it harder, include a color each 
word should be written in.)

4) Now, write ‘tomatoes’ on another seed packet and ‘peppers’ 
on the last seed packet. (Modification: same as #3.)

5) Now draw 4 small pots on the table and write a 2 on each pot 
because they will put two seeds in each pot. How many seeds 
altogether will go in these pots? (If you children are not sure 
of the total number of seeds, have them draw the seeds in 
each pot to figure it out.)

6) Now draw 3 seeds in each of the big pots in the yard.  How 
many seeds did you draw?

7) Color the pot on the left of the shed door orange for carrots 
and the one on the right of the shed door green for beans. 
(Modification: break into two parts.)

8) Color the pot on the right of the tree red for the tomatoes and 
the pot on the left of the tree green for peppers. 
(Modification: break into parts.)

9) Draw two blue birds in the birdbath and draw some leftover 
seeds in the birdbath for them to eat.

10) Draw 5 bees flying around the flowers.  Bees are important to 
a garden!  
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Following Directions: Spring
This Yard is for the Birds
The family likes to put bird feeders and bird seed out so 
that lots of birds visit their yard.

1) Draw two green bird feeders hanging from the tree, one 
above each pot. (Help locate place if needed.)

2) Draw brown seeds all over the middle of the yard. 
3) Draw 4 black birds and 2 red birds eating the seed you just 

drew in the middle of the yard. (Modification: break into 
parts.)

4) Draw 3 black birds sitting in a row on top of the shed.  Put a 
brown branch in the middle bird’s mouth.  (Modification: 
Break into parts.)

5) Draw 3 blue birds and 1 red bird at the top of the tree. 
6) Draw 4 yellow birds and 2 brown birds in the bird bath.
7) Color the pots on either side of the shed door brown and add 

some bird seed to the top of each pot.  (Modification: break 
into two parts.)

8) Color the pots on either side of the tree red and add some 
bird seed to the top of those pots. (Modification: break into 
parts.)

9) Draw a black bird flying above each cloud.  How many birds 
did you draw? (Answer: 3)

10) Color the bush green and draw 2 orange birds sitting near the 
bottom of it.  (Modification: break into two parts.)
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Following Directions: Spring
The Kids’ Backyard
The kids’ toys have taken over the yard!  It is a fun place to 
play!

1) Color the leaves on the tree green and draw a swing hanging 
from the tree.  (Modification: break into parts.)

2) In the middle of the yard, draw a blue slide with a child sitting 
at the top. 

3) The boy loves sports.  Draw a football sitting in the pot to the 
left of the shed door. 

4) Draw a baseball in the birdbath and a bat standing up against 
the birdbath.

5) Draw a blue tennis racket in the doorway of the shed.
6) The girl loves to bring her dolls outside.  Draw one doll in 

each of the pots underneath the tree. 
7) The girl even built a house for her dolls in the backyard.  Draw 

a dollhouse in front of the bush, next to the shed. 
(Modification: help locate place if needed.)

8) Neither child is very good, yet, at throwing a Frisbee.  Draw a 
blue and a green Frisbee on top of the roof of the shed.

9) Color the trunk of the tree brown and draw another red 
Frisbee at the top of the tree.

10) The children like to draw with their chalk on the fence.  Draw 
three flowers on the fence above the bush.  (Modification: 
help locate correct place if needed.)
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Following Directions:
Create a Zoo Scene

Print two sets of animals and one scene for each child.  You will need 
crayons or colored pencils.  Direction vocabulary has been bolded.  If 
children want to glue animals on the scenes they may, but then you will 
need extra sets of pictures if completing all 5 sets of directions.

Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel free 
to further modify as needed.  

If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make it 
even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, phrase, 
number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has completed 
the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have remembered.

These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your children 
to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help your children 
achieve this level of success.  As your children become better at following 
directions, decrease the amount of help you are giving them.
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Following Directions: Zoo
Color the Animals for Set 1
We are going to create a zoo this month.  First, we need to color all the 
animals.  I will tell you to find animals in the different rows to color.  
Let’s practice finding some animals first.  Point to the 2nd animal in the 
first row.  Point to the last animal in the last row. (Modification: If these 
types of directions are too advanced for your child, then just use the 
animal’s name provided to give the direction.)

1) Color the 2nd animal in the top row (tiger) orange with black stripes.
2) Color the last animal in the last row (flamingo) pink with red legs.
3) Color the first animal in the bottom row (elephant) gray, but leave 

the tusks white.
4) Color the middle animal in the middle row (hippo) gray with black 

feet.
5) Color the last animal in the first row (bear) brown and add a short, 

brown tail.
6) Color the first animal in the second row (lion) yellow with a brown 

mane.
7) Color the third animal in the bottom row (gorilla) black with gray 

legs.
8) Color the animal above the lion (alligator) dark green with a light 

green belly.
9) Color the third animal (zebra) in the middle row black and white.
10) Color the tallest animal (giraffe) in the last row yellow and brown.

Cut out the animals.  (Feel free to leave a margin around the animals to 
speed up the cutting.)
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Following Directions: Zoo
Make the Scene with Animal Set 1
Now we are going to use your animals and the zoo scene to make a 
picture using the following directions.  (Combine two directions for 
children that need a challenge.)

1) Put the bear in the cave.
2) Place the gorilla on top of the cave.
3) Place the giraffe on the left side of the scene behind the fence.
4) Put the flamingo on the right side of the scene in front of the fence.
5) Place the hippo so it looks like it is about to walk behind the cave.
6) Put the alligator on top of the middle of the fence.
7) Place the elephant over the hippo.
8) Put the zebra in front of the giraffe.
9) Put the lion behind the bear.
10) Place the tiger to the right of the giraffe.
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Following Directions: Zoo
Color the Animals for Set 2
We are going to create a silly zoo now.  First, we need to color all the 
animals crazy colors.  I will tell you to find animals in the different rows 
to color.  Let’s practice finding some animals first.  Point to the 1st
animal in the first row.  Point to the 2nd animal in the last row. 
(Modification: If these types of directions are too advanced for your 
child, then just use the animal’s name provided to give the direction.)

1) Color the last animal in the second row (zebra) pink and purple.
2) Color the first animal in the last row (elephant) blue with green 

polka dots.
3) Color the second animal in the top row (tiger) red and white.
4) Color the first animal in first row (alligator) blue with a pink tail.
5) Color the fourth animal in the last row (flamingo) brown with a red 

hat.
6) Color the second animal in the middle row (hippo) green with an 

orange nose.
7) Color the second animal in the bottom row (giraffe) green with 

yellow spots.
8) Draw red stars  on the last animal in the top row (bear).
9) Give the third animal in the last row (gorilla) a blue head and an 

orange body.
10) Color the first animal in the second row (lion) gray with blue feet.

Cut out the animals.  (Feel free to leave a margin around the animals to 
speed up the cutting.)
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Following Directions: Zoo
Make a Silly Scene with Animal Set 2
Now we are going to use your silly animals and the zoo scene to make a 
picture using the following directions.  (Combine two directions for 
children than need a challenge.)

1) Put the alligator upside down on top of the cave.
2) Place the elephant in the bottom, right corner.
3) Put the flamingo on the elephant’s back.
4) Place the lion in the bottom left corner.
5) Have the gorilla stand on the lion’s back to climb over the fence.
6) Stand the giraffe on the small rock near the middle on the left side 

of the paper.
7) Place the tiger on the giraffe’s back.
8) Place the zebra in the cave.
9) Have the hippo flying in the middle of the sky.
10) Hide the bear under the paper.
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Following Directions: Zoo
Draw a Scene (Use either set of animals.)
Now we are going to use your animals and the zoo scene to make a 
picture using the following directions.  
\

1) Draw a blue pond in the middle of the paper and put the hippo 
standing in the middle of it.

2) Place the flamingo to the left of the hippo.
3) Put the gorilla in the cave and draw him a big green leaf to eat.
4) Place the alligator to the right of the pond.
5) Draw a tree with green leaves in the upper left corner of the paper.  

Place the giraffe next to it.
6) Place the elephant in front of the pond and draw some blue water 

on him.
7) Place the lion in the bottom left corner in front of the fence…uh-

oh!
8) Color the cave gray and place the tiger on the left side of the cave 

as if climbing up it.
9) Put the zebra in the bottom, right corner standing on two feet.
10) Place the bear between the giraffe and the cave.
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Following Directions:
May Flowers

Print one scene for each child per set of directions you give.  You will 
need crayons or colored pencils.  Specific direction vocabulary has been 
bolded.  
Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel 
free to further modify as needed.  
If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make 
it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, 
phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has 
completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have 
remembered.
These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your 
children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help 
your children achieve this level of success.  As your children become 
better at following directions, decrease the amount of help you are 
giving them.
Note: If your children need to work on expressive language skills, print a 
copy of the picture for yourself and encourage your children to make up 
directions for you to complete a picture!
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Following Directions: May Flowers

Setting Up a Flower Stand
You have so many flowers growing in your backyard that you 
decided to set up a flower stand to sell them.  Follow the 
directions below to make your flower stand look awesome!

1) Color the roof of the flower stand and the sidewalk leading to 
it tan.

2) Make the posts holding up the roof of the flower stand red 
and yellow striped.

3) Color the sign red with black triangles in each corner of the 
sign. (Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)

4) Color the middle flower container green and the containers to 
the left and right of it yellow. (Modification: Break into two 
parts if needed.)

5) Color three of the flowers in the containers blue and the other 
flowers in the containers orange. (Modification: Break into two 
parts if needed)

6) Color the tree green with pink flowers.
7) Color the flowers to the left of the stand yellow. (Modification: 

Show where, if needed.)
8) Color the flowers to the right of the stand orange. 

(Modification: Show where, if needed.)
9) Draw a yellow sun and two clouds in the sky.
10) Color the trunk of the tree brown and the bush all the way to 

the left green. (Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
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Following Directions: May Flowers

Mother’s Day Shopping
You invite your friends to come buy flowers for Mother’s Day at 
your stand.  Follow the directions below to make it look extra 
special for moms.

1) Write Happy Mother’s Day in pink on the sidewalk. 
(Modification: Help spell if needed or change to a picture.)

2) Draw a pink bow on each corner of the roof and color the roof 
green. (Modification: Break into two parts, if needed.)

3) Draw three pink balloons and two yellow balloons tied above
the roof of the stand.

4) Color the left flower container green and the other two 
containers blue. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)

5) Color three of the flowers in the containers purple and leave 
the other flowers in the containers white.

6) Make pink and green diagonal stripes on the sign. 
(Modification: Explain diagonal, if needed.)

7) Draw a pink bow around the trunk of the tree and color the 
trunk gray.

8) Color the tree green and leave the flowers white.
9) Draw pink flowers scattered around the grass and color the 

grass green.
10) Color the flowers on both sides of the stand pink with yellow 

centers.
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Following Directions: May Flowers
The Day the Birds Visited
You arrive at your flower stand one morning to find that the birds 
have taken over.  Follow the directions below to see what 
happened.

1) Someone sprinkled bird seed all over the sidewalk.  Draw small 
brown and yellow circles all over the sidewalk.

2) Draw 5 blue birds and 3 brown birds on the sidewalk eating 
the seed. (Modification: Break into two parts, if needed.)

3) Draw two blackbirds sitting on a red roof.
4) Draw three red birds in the tree and color the leaves green.
5) Color the bush below the tree green and draw three 

blackbirds in it.
6) Draw four red birds and two small yellow birds in the grass 

below the bush. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)
7) Draw three blue birds flying above the flower stand. 

(Modification: Show where, if needed.)
8) Draw a small brown bird between the first and second 

containers of flowers on the flower stand. (Modification: Show 
where, if needed.)

9) Draw an orange bird between the second and third containers 
of flowers on the flower stand. (Modification: Show where, if 
needed.)

10) In the bottom right hand corner of the Flower Sale sign, write 
“Bird Seed 10 cents”. (Modification: Help spell if needed or just 
write initials.)
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Following Directions: May Flowers
It Rained on the Flower Stand
You woke up to a big rain storm and rushed outside to check on 
your flower stand.  Follow the directions below to see what your 
stand looked like.

1) Draw three gray clouds above the flower stand and one gray 
cloud to the left of the tree.

2) Draw a large puddle in the middle of the roof and a small one 
in the bottom right hand corner of the roof. (Modification: 
Show where, if needed.)

3) Draw three blue puddles on the sidewalk.
4) The containers overflowed in the rainstorm.  Color the two left 

containers blue all the way to the top and draw some blue 
water around the bottoms of all three containers. 
(Modification: Break into two parts, if needed.)

5) In the third container of flowers, draw two more flowers 
drooping over the side of the container.  Color all the flowers 
in that container orange. (Modification: Break into two parts, if 
needed.)

6) Color the flowers to the left of the stand pink with blue drops 
of water on them. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)

7) Color the flowers to the right of the stand yellow with blue 
drops of water on them. (Modification: Show where, if 
needed.)

8) Draw brown footprints across the grass in the bottom left 
corner. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)

9) Draw a pink umbrella under the tree that must have been 
blown away in the rain storm.

10) In the top, left corner, draw a little bit of yellow sun starting
to show. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)
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Following Directions: May Flowers
Memorial Day Flowers
Memorial Day is observed the last Monday of May and is to honor 
the men and women who died while serving in the US military.  
People often put flowers on the graves of these people so follow 
the directions below to get your flower stand ready to sell flowers 
for this holiday.

1) Color the roof with red, white and blue stripes.
2) Color the flowers in the first and last container red.
3) Color the flowers in the middle container blue.
4) Draw a red ribbon around the middle container.
5) Draw blue ribbons around the first and last containers.
6) Draw small American flags at the bottom corners of the flower 

stand. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)
7) Draw three blue and two red flowers on the Flower Sale sign.
8) Color the flowers in the tree red and the leaves green.
9) Draw two blue and three red balloons on strings in the bottom

left corner. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)
10) Write “Flags $1” in the bottom right corner of the sign. 

(Modification: Help spell if needed or just write initials.)

©2019 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions:
At the Beach

Print one scene for each child per set of directions you give.  You will 
need crayons or colored pencils.  Specific direction vocabulary has been 
bolded.  
Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel 
free to further modify as needed.  
If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make 
it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, 
phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has 
completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have 
remembered.
These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your 
children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help 
your children achieve this level of success.  As your children become 
better at following directions, decrease the amount of help you are 
giving them.
Note: If your children need to work on expressive language skills, print a 
copy of the picture for yourself and encourage your children to make up 
directions for you to complete a picture!
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Following Directions: At the Beach

Beach Day
It is a gorgeous day to visit the beach.  Follow the directions below 
to have a great time there!

1) Draw a red beach towel in between the umbrella and the sand
pail.

2) Draw a book with a green cover near the towel for mom to
read.

3) Draw a blue cooler with a white top to the right of the sand
pail.

4) Color the sand pail orange and the shovel green.
(Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)

5) Draw a larger red sand bucket in back of the orange sand
bucket.

6) Draw a smaller blue sand bucket in front of the orange one.
7) Draw a purple raft in the water and color the water blue.

(Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
8) Color the umbrella with red and blue crayons to make a

pattern.
9) Color the two logs brown.  They will be a good place to sit to

eat lunch.
10) Draw a yellow sun and two birds in the sky.

Enjoy!
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Following Directions: At the Beach

Animals’ Day at the Beach
One day, you go to the beach and there are animals everywhere!

1) Draw a small, green turtle sitting on the biggest log.
2) Color that log tan and the small log dark brown. (Modification: 

Break into two parts if needed.)
3) Draw a small red crab in front of the sand pail.
4) Make the sand pail green and white striped and color the 

shovel green. (Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
5) Draw a seagull on top of the umbrella.
6) Color the umbrella red and white with a black pole.
7) Draw three small brown birds near the water’s edge.
8) Draw four sand dollars in front of the umbrella pole.
9) Draw bird tracks in the sand from the rocks (bottom left 

corner) to the water.  Have them go between the umbrella 
and the sand pail. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)

10) Draw three pink shells and four gray shells to the right of the 
sand bucket. (Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
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Following Directions: At the Beach
Storm Coming In
While you are at the beach, a storm starts to come in.

1) Color the sky bluish gray.
2) Color the left cloud black and the cloud on the right gray. 

(Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
3) Draw big blue waves in the water and color the rest of the 

water blue. (Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)
4) Draw a red beach bag under the umbrella so it stays dry.
5) Color the umbrella pink and white with a brown pole.
6) Draw two pieces of brown trash and three pieces of blue trash 

blowing across the beach.
7) Draw blue rain drops scattered around the picture.
8) Draw two brown birds hiding under the umbrella.
9) Color the inside of the sand pail blue as it has filled up with 

rain water.
10) Color the outside of the sand pail blue and the shovel red.
(Modification: Break into two parts if needed.)

I think it is time to leave the beach!
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Following Directions: At the Beach
Sailboat Race
You get to the beach and they are having a toy sailboat race!  It is 
a good thing you brought your sailboat with you!

1) Draw an orange and white sailboat on the sand between the 
umbrella and the sand pail. (Modification: Show where, if 
needed.)

2) Draw a blue and green sailboat in the sand on the right side of 
the page. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)

3) Draw two red sailboats and one blue one out in the water.
4) Use blue and green crayons to color the water.
5) Draw a big clock under the umbrella to time the sailboats.
6) Color the umbrella green and white with a blue pole.
7) Draw a blue towel between the water and the sand pail so you 

can sit and watch the races.
8) Color the sand pail blue and yellow striped and color the 

shovel yellow.
9) Draw a sun and two black birds up in the sky.
10) Draw a blue ribbon on your orange and white sailboat.  It won 

the final race!
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Following Directions: At the Beach
Nighttime at the Beach
The sun is setting and the day is ending.

1) Draw the top of an orange sun above the mountains.
2) Color the sky pink and orange and red.
3) Color the clouds light gray and the mountains bluish-gray.
4) Color the water blue and yellow and orange.
5) Color the sand dark brown.
6) Draw a blue chair in between the umbrella and the sand pail.
7) Draw a sand castle in between the sand pail and the water.
8) Draw a red chair to the right of the sand pail.
9) Draw two sea gulls standing on the large log.
10) Draw three turtles walking from the small log to the water. 

(Modification: Show where, if needed.)
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Following Directions:
In the Pool

Print one scene for each child per set of directions you give.  You will 
need crayons or colored pencils.  Specific direction vocabulary has been 
bolded.  
Modifications are given for some directions as examples of how to make 
the activity easier for children who are working at a simpler level.  Feel 
free to further modify as needed.  
If the directions are too easy for your child, give two at a time.  Or make 
it even harder by giving your child something to remember (a word, 
phrase, number, etc.), then give her the two directions.  Once she has 
completed the directions, ask her what she was supposed to have 
remembered.
These activities are to help teach your children how to follow directions 
and to give them practice.  They are not tests.  The goal is for your 
children to experience at least 80% success.  Modifications will help 
your children achieve this level of success.  As your children become 
better at following directions, decrease the amount of help you are 
giving them.
Note: If your children need to work on expressive language skills, print a 
copy of the picture for yourself and encourage your children to make up 
directions for you to complete a picture!
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Following Directions: In the Pool

Lazy Pool Day
Everyone is tired and just feels like resting at the pool today.

1) Draw a green hammock hanging between the two trees.
2) Color the leaves of the trees green and the trunks tan.
3) Draw a blue lounge chair in front of the palm tree on the left.
4) Draw a book with an orange cover next to it.
5) Draw a purple raft floating in the water.
6) Color the water light blue and the edge around the pool dark 

blue.
7) Draw an orange towel with blue flowers on it in the bottom 

right corner for someone to lay on.
8) Draw a black radio next to it.
9) Draw a sun in the upper left hand corner and color the sky 

blue.
10) Draw a red bird in the tree on the right.
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Following Directions: In the Pool

Playing in the Pool
Everyone is ready to play today!

1) Draw an orange and green beach ball in the pool.
2) Draw a red and white beach ball in front of the tree on the 

left. (Modification: Show where, if needed.)
3) Draw a volleyball net across the middle of the pool.
4) Draw a basketball hoop hanging on the fence.
5) Draw two green and two blue torpedo shaped dive toys next 

to the ladder on the left side of the pool. (Modification: Show 
where, if needed.)

6) Draw a brown table in the bottom left corner.
7) Draw two glasses of water and a pair of goggles on top of the 

table.
8) Color the umbrella with red and blue crayons to make a 

pattern. 
9) Color the two logs brown.  They will be a good place to sit to 

eat lunch.
10) Draw a yellow sun and two birds in the sky.
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Following Directions: In the Pool

Cookout at the Pool
It is time to have a cookout at the pool.

1) Draw a black grill in the bottom left corner of the picture..
2) Draw a red table in front of the tree on the left
3) Draw a plate of hot dogs on top of the red table.
4) Draw a green cooler to the right of the same tree. 
5) Draw a blue table in the bottom right hand corner for 

people to sit at and eat.
6) Draw four orange chairs around the blue table.
7) Draw a fire pit with a fire in between the two trees to keep 

the bugs away.
8) Draw 6 sticks around the fire for roasting marshmallows.
9) Draw three people swimming in the pool.  
10) Draw 2 orange towels and 1 red towel hanging over the 

fence.
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Following Directions: In the Pool

Chalk Art
This morning the children drew all over the pool deck AND the 
fence with chalk.  Here is what they did:

1) Draw a big, red flower on the pool deck in between the trees.
2) Draw a brown football in front of the tree on the left.
3) Draw a yellow sun in the bottom left corner.
4) Draw a palm tree with green leaves and a brown trunk in the 

bottom right corner.
5) On the fence between the trees, draw a blue house.
6) On the fence to the right of the trees, draw a black car.
7) Draw two red balloons and three blue balloons floating up 

from one of the trees.
8) Draw three orange balloons and two green balloons floating 

from the other tree.
9) Draw yellow stars around the edge of the pool.
10) Oops, it looks like someone dyed the pool water!  Color the 

water in the pool green!

©2019 Randi Smith  www.peanutbutterfishlessons.com



Following Directions: In the Pool

Fourth of July at the Pool
There is going to be a Fourth of July party at the pool so the 
children decorate!

1) Make blue, red, and white stripes around the edge of the 
pool.

2) Draw five small American flags sticking up from the top of 
the fence.

3) Draw red fireworks in between the palm trees.
4) Draw blue and yellow fireworks in front of the tree on the 

left.
5) Draw a blue raft and a red raft in the pool.
6) Draw red, blue, and white ribbons hanging on the fence.
7) Draw five yellow stars hanging from each tree.
8) Draw a stack of two blue towels and three red towels in the 

bottom right corner.
9) Draw three red and two white balloons tied to the ladder 

on the left.
10) Draw two blue and three white balloons to the ladder on 

the right.
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Terms of Use
Thank you for your purchase! By purchasing this resource, you are agreeing 
that the contents are the property of Randi Smith and licensed to you only for 
classroom/personal use as a single user. I retain the copyright, and reserve all 
rights to this product.

YOU MAY: 

* Use items (free and purchased) for your own classroom students, or your 
own personal use, including a home classroom.

* Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional 
development workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is both 
credit given to myself as the author and a link back to my TPT store 
included in your post/presentation.

* Distribute and make copies of FREE ITEMS ONLY to other teachers 
PROVIDED there is credit given to Randi Smith and a link back to my TPT 
store.

YOU MAY NOT: 
* Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt 

to remove the copyright/ watermarks. 

* Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free. 

* Post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes 
Google Doc links on blogs). 

* Make copies of purchased items to share with others is strictly forbidden 
and is a violation of the Terms of Use, along with copyright law. 

* Obtain this product through any of the channels listed above.  
Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics 
while using this product.
If you encounter an issue with your file, notice an error, or are in any way 
experiencing a problem, please contact me and I will be more than happy to 
help sort it out!

Thank you, Randi Smith
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